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Deputy Assistant Secretary tor Security
Department of State

FROM:	 Deputy Director for Plane

SUBJECT: ti	 CHE, Leo/
[aka: 	 1FLSTE1t, Charles /

‘RICIFER, feel /

1. Reference is made to your request concerning
Subject dated 10 January 1972.

2. An official Austrian Service reported oe 5 April
1960 that Subject was a member of the Austrian Cotrw,unist
Party (HP0e) sod was completely pro-Russian.

3. In a Department of the Army report dated 19
Larch 1953, Subject was said to be the scieetific liaison
representative for the Austro-Sovist Society, a Communist
Party front organisation, and the Soviets. (Reference:
Department of Use Army, 430th C1C Sob•Detachrriont "C",
report dated 19 March 1953, subject: technical !pistil sacs,
Possible Affiliation of Aveiro-Soviet Society with Se stifle

nossi. Weisel.)

4. In a report dated 21 February 1961, a reliable
source reported that Subject had hinted that cartels profits
from his business transactions go to Communist Party cover
organisations. [Comment: It is the opinion of this Mice
Oltitt 4,1"*.prwsisittirt la* ota IriA&N

Russian Intelligeoce Service (R1S) Illegals or agents.]
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5. It was reported In May 1961 by a reliable source

that Subject had opened an account in a Swiss bank under the

name of Charles FISTTE R and was either replacing this

account or opening a new one under the name of KEIFER.

Source felt that the accounts were maintained by Subject

for clandestine party or Intelligence Service purposes
although it was possible that the accounts were for

Subject'. own personal use.

6. According to a report dated 1 April 1963.

Subject was possib)q compromised to the Russian Intelligence
Service by Hein ELFE, a senior West German Intelligence

Service (BND) counter-Intelligence officer who was

responsible for the conduct of counterespionage operations

against the Soviets. Subject may have been brought to

the attention of the RIS as "being connected with or being
the subject of interest to United States or Western services".
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FOR USE OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE ONL tio
OFFICE

oCA/V0
TYPE OF MANTIS	 P • RAM

ATE
ii107Z

NAME OF SUBMITTING OFFICER
kliter000ldb

OR USE OF OTHER OFFICE(S) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

■--	 ___ .._ ..

1 / I (

"II

1

11 JAN tan

Ds • srf• IS


